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Petrov ministry and family news July 2012

 Dear friends, long time no see!

Let me give you few pictures of an evangelical family life and ministry in an average Russian city, 350 miles south of Moscow.
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I, Igor Petrov, (51), continue to serve with TVS www.tvseminary.com , now I am translating and dubbing a master/doctoral course on Problem of Evil by Dr. Feinberg, TEDS. It is not easy; I have to check many sources. 
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I also continue to coordinate Master Program at TVS, and help with our graduate’s ministries, such as orphanage ministries, Gipsy ministries, prison ministries, youth and summer camp ministries via Kursk Ministerial council (left). 
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Still being a New Testament church chairman, I am preaching once a month in our church, lead/coordinate the Bible study fellowships and preach in other churches when possible. My ulcer calmed down, praise the Lord and thank you for your prayers!
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Few months ago I was invited to be a teacher in SPbCU Higher Leadership School http://leadership.spbcu.ru/ and taught a seminar about “Learning Organizations” on April 19-21 Theological conference there. 
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My dear wife Svetlana continues to take care of “four boys” (us), and for many elderly needy people whom God sends her way in the nursing home, churches, and poor villages around Kursk. After she brings some food and medicine to the elderly, after she cleans and cooks, takes to the hospital and arranges doctor’s appointments, solves paper problems etc., God opens many hearts of elderly people and their relatives for the Lord! She even had to perform several funeral services when a priest did not show up! Svetlana continues it all in spite of her high blood pressure and knee problems. 
Our older son Victor (25) has one year left to finish his business administration degree. He is actively involved in our church youth ministries and orphanage ministries; he is one of the leaders of our summer camp. I am glad to see that he is taking more responsibility developing our small nursery business www.evrosad7.ru  This season he earned over $3k, which gives him the opportunity to serve in summer camps, organize youth trips and do many other youth work. I am glad to be able to provide an agronomist expertise to this endeavor. I spend all my annual vacations in April taking sunbaths (working hard) on the ‘southern side’ of our nursery!
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I am glad to see ‘new Russians’ coming to purchase landscaping plants in our nursery. The conversation often goes this way (shortened version): 
- Hi, we would like to see want you’ve got and buy some plants.

- Welcome! Sure we can help you with good looking plants! Why do you want to have a beautiful garden?

- You know, when we come back tired from work we want to sit down and relax.
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- Huh! You still feel like you are missing the “lost paradise”?

- Yeah! 

- We can help you with it. But even when you will have a great garden, it won’t give you a full and real peace. You will need to restore your relationships with the Creator!

 And the conversation goes on and on . . . Several customers keep coming to buy something, but really they want to talk to us! Praise the Lord! Kursk city high officials recommend our nursery to many! Such people will never come to our churches, but this way we can tell them about God! Yes, they built this beautiful church, but it didn’t save their souls!
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Our middle son Andy (22) still working from home for an internet store. He  participates in the church orphanage and youth ministries. He learned about the difference between Christian and non-Christian friends. He still feels like he stuck between US and Russia. He has tender and carrying heart. Please pray that he would fully dedicate his life to the Lord.
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Praise the Lord our youngest son Cornil (16) came back safely from the US. Now he wants to live and study in Russia. When he returned to Moscow his Russian travel passport was 2 weeks expired.  I and Victor came from Kursk to Moscow airport (9 hours drive, but not on this horse and carriage!) to pick him up and that we took our passports with us (in Russia passport is often handy when you buy a ticket, register anywhere, or file any application.  The Embassy council at the airport was so kind to arrange his entry paper at 22 pm. 
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Cornil now is enjoying his multiple relatives and friends! So far he likes it very much, but we told him that this excitement will end and he will hit the real life soon. He said he knows it and ready for it. Being close to his family, relatives, friends and being deeply involved with the church life is more important for him, he said. We will see . . .

Only now Cornil reveals to us that although IMSA (https://www3.imsa.edu) is very strict about discipline and about separating boys and girls and keeping them in the different dorms, nonetheless about 50% of these extremely talented kids are gays and lesbian, possible future leaders.

Well, Russia is on the other side of the globe, most of the people here are wildly rude towards gays and lesbians.  It is an opposite extreme.
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Svetlana is sending you greetings and would like to encourage you in serving elderly people: we all will be old too.  .  . 

I am still thinking:  how come people, who were strong, able and influential leaders, are becoming weak, disable, needy.  .  . How/what do they feel about it?

Thank you so much for being our friends and carrying for us! We will continue to keep you and your family in our hearts too!
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May God Almighty bless you abundantly!

Grace and Peace

Igor Petrov and family

Prospect Pobedy 10 kv.94

305021 Kursk Russia

cell: 011 7 920 7047488

petrovi@netzero.net; igorpetrov777@gmail.com
 www.kurskministries.org; www.russiadistancelearning.com
God is Faithful!

P.S. On the last picture – Igor, Oleg and Vitaly Petrov
