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January 2012

Dear Friends of Trinity Video Seminary,

We think of you as “friends” because you pray for and financially support the work our Lord is doing through TVS in Russia and throughout the Russian speaking world.  We consider you a blessing and thank you for partnering with us in this unique ministry. 
Your prayers and financial gifts are enabling TVS to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ beyond anything we ever imagined.  When you give to TVS you are supporting a staff of Russian nationals that are producing high quality Bible based video content that is literally transforming lives throughout the Russian speaking world.  As you have read in Lois’ and Vitaly’s emails, we are constantly hearing testimonies from pastors and students watching these courses and making decisions for Christ or learning to follow Christ more fully.  These DVDs are providing desperately needed sound Biblical teaching throughout Russia and the world.
TVS is a unique ministry serving an enormous country, spreading over 11 time zones.  In addition, most Russian pastors are bi-vocational pastors like the apostle Paul who must work another job to provide for their family while pastoring a church.  For these congregations to send their pastor or a lay leader to a residential seminary is very expensive and just not feasible most of the time.  Our Distance Learning program with courses on DVD addresses this need beautifully.  Pastors can watch our courses in their own home, often with their elders and other leaders together and benefit from solid biblical teaching without the sacrifice of traveling to a remote seminary.

Last October the TVS Board of Directors held its annual board meeting near Chicago, Illinois and was attended by both Russian and American board members.  At this meeting we were reminded that God has been doing a mighty work through TVS this past year.  Our DVD content is now in 25 countries including several closed former Soviet republics and is being used to lead people to Christ, disciple new believers, and combat heresy within the church as well as the all too common anti-Christian propaganda we see in Russia and nearby countries.   
In addition, we have exciting plans for 2012 that we want to share with you.   Just as our DVD format has provided a platform for our Distance Learning program, our goal for 2012 is to begin to move the content into an Internet distribution platform.  With over 50 high quality biblical DVD format courses in final production and only 3 more courses required to complete our Bachelor’s level degree program, we believe that now is the time to take the next steps.
In faith, the board voted to increase the 2012 budget from $310K to $516K.  Our operating budget increased by just over 15% to $370K, allowing for modest increases to some staff and the addition of a few more permanent staff members.  Moving the courses to the Internet requires hiring some skilled workers on a temporary basis as well as some one-time costs to upgrade equipment and purchase band-width for an estimated cost of $101K.  Additionally, we have an opportunity to expand the studio and broadcast Sunday morning worship services – a special opportunity to evangelize the local community.  This special project has already been started and costs to complete the new sanctuary/studio are estimated to be $45K. 
Like most colleges and universities, TVS cannot operate on tuition and DVD sales alone.  Our operations require financial resources and prayer from outside of Russia.  We are excited to present this opportunity to you and invite you to invest yourself through the resources that God has given you – your energy, your prayers, your money – in this work to which God has called us.  You can be assured that your prayers are essential to this ministry, and your money will be used wisely and faithfully.  We have already seen much fruit from this ministry – and have every reason to believe that the harvest will be plentiful!

Would you pray and ask God if TVS might be a ministry where you should be storing up your treasure in heaven?  The board believes that TVS is worthy of our time and resources but we realized the ministry is bigger than anyone of us and we need others to partner with us.  Would you prayerfully consider partnering with TVS by donating to one of these special projects, or making a one-time or regular monthly gift?   Or perhaps you know of someone else in your church or a family member or friend who might be interested in learning more about TVS and how they might support this ministry.  In this new year, we covet your partnership and, along with you, look to hearing from the Lord, “well done good and faithful servant”.
Blessings,

Vitaly and the TVS Board of Directors
vital.petrov@gmail.com
To give to the ministry:

You may give online at  http://www.efca.org/give-now .  In the description, enter Russia Distance Learning – Account #24109-0150

OR

Make checks out to EFCA.  On the memo line, write Russia Distance Learning – Account #24109-1050, and mail to:  EFCA Donor Services, 901 East 78th Street, Minneapolis, MN  55420-1300
2011 – 2012 TVS Board of Directors:

· Vitaly Petrov, President of TVS and Board Chairman

· Igor Petrov, TVS Director of Master’s Program and Vice Chairman
· Jim Baker, EFCA ReachGlobal, Eastern Europe Area Leader

· Volodya Ivanov, Russian Pastor, President of Association of Free Churches in Russia

· Oleg Shevkun, Computer Professional, Moscow Church Elder, TVS Interpreter

· Dan Witwer, Outreach Pastor, Hershey (PA) EFC

· Kevin Koskela, Software Executive, Elder at Twain Harte (CA) Bible Church

· Dr. John Feinberg, Chair of Biblical and Systematic Theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

· Bruce Nilson, Board Advisor, Business Consultant, Member at Hershey EFC

· Sharon Koskela, Board Advisor, Software Consultant, Missions Chair at Twain Harte Bible Church

· Daryl Anderson, Board Advisor, EFCA ReachGlobal, Executive Director of Operations
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